
By Frances Orton 
 
Music and the Spoken Word was a highlight 
for the family. Over 700 Joseph Smith Sr. 
and Lucy Mack Smith descendants gathered 
to share this experience.  
 
Before the program began, Kent Nortin read 
a message to welcome honored guests. The 
Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith 
Family and Dr. David Longcope and his 
family were among those guests. This 
message was prepared by Elder Richard and 
Sister Hinckley and red by Kent Nortin. This 
was the beautiful welcome: 
 
“We are delighted to have some very special 
guests with us this morning. They are 
members of the Joseph Smith, Sr. and Lucy 
Mack Smith Family Association, and hail 
from various parts of the country. Some are 
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, while others are not. We 
welcome each and every one of them. With 
them is a distinguished couple representing 
the posterity of Dr. Nathan Smith, not 
related to the Joseph Smith family. They are 
David and Stephanie Longcope from 
Denver, Colorado. It was exactly 200 years 
ago that their forbear, Dr. Nathan Smith, 
performed miraculous and life-saving 
experimental surgery on 7-year old Joseph 
Smith that saved Joseph's life and enabled 
him to carry out the work which resulted in 
the founding of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints 23 years later. Dr. 
Smith's unique surgery was not accepted as 
common medical practice for another 100 
years. It could be argued that none of us  
 

 
 
would be here today-neither the Choir, nor 
the Orchestra, nor beautiful Temple Square,  
nor Salt Lake City as we know it-but for Dr. 
Smith's inspired and courageous actions. 
Would the descendants of both Smith 
families please stand and be recognized, and 
would the descendants of Dr. Nathan Smith 
please raise their hands and wave!” 
 

The message shared by the Tabernacle Choir 
and Music and the Spoken word is included 
below and was titled:  

From Rivals to Friends - August 04, 2013 
 
In May 1860, four men were vying to be 
their party’s nominee for president of the 
United States at the Republican convention. 
Delegates were expected to give the nod to 
well-known and experienced Senator 
William Henry Seward, with Ohio Governor 
Salmon P. Chase the next most likely 
candidate and Judge Edward Bates another 
viable choice. The long shot was a one-term 
congressman from Illinois, Abraham 
Lincoln, whose previous history at the ballot 
box was stacked with losses. They were all 
good men, but Lincoln seemed to lag in both 
respect and recognition among the 
competitors. As the balloting began, Seward 
placed first but not decisively, with a 
surprisingly strong showing by Lincoln. On 
the second ballot, Lincoln pulled almost 
even with Seward; and on the third, Lincoln 
registered a stunning victory. Months later, 
Abraham Lincoln was elected president of 
the United States. 

Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith Family Reunion 
Reunion Activities – August 4, 2013 

Music and the Spoken Word 
 



While Seward, Chase, and Bates grumbled 
about the outcome and envied the new 
president, Lincoln shocked the political 
community by appointing his three rivals to 
positions in his cabinet. The editor of 
the Chicago Tribune asked President 
Lincoln why he had made the surprising 
appointments of men who coveted his 
position and who might overshadow him 
with their political experience. “We needed 
the strongest men of the party in the 
cabinet,” Lincoln replied. “These were the 
very strongest men. Then I had no right to 
deprive the country of their services."1 
 
What a lesson in wise, big-hearted 
leadership. Who can tell how history might 
have been different if Lincoln had not been 
willing to place the good of his country 
above his personal pride and ambition? 
 
Our decisions may not determine the destiny 
of nations, but they can influence, for good 
or ill, our cherished relationships. How 
many relationships have been saved when a 
good soul chooses to be happy—rather than 
envious—about a neighbor’s success? 
Interestingly, Lincoln’s surprising cabinet 
appointments not only blessed the country 
but also turned political rivalries into warm 
and respectful friendships. 
 
Like Lincoln, we can stand above the fray 
and applaud the successes of others; we can 
see the good they have to offer and embrace 
their contributions. As we do, we will find 
ourselves and our relationships stronger as 
a result. 

During the reunion planning when the 
committee learned a descendant of Dr. 
Nathan Smith would be able to attend, a 
brilliant idea came from Mary Donoho. She 
suggested family genealogy books be given 
as a gift of thanks. Mary undertook this huge 
assignment and put these histories together.  

 
Picture by Craig Frogley 

The Smith family filled over 700 seats on Sunday morning 
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Karl Anderson, Dan and Rosemarie Larsen, and Joyce Anderson 
before Music and the Spoken Word 

 
After the Music and Spoken Word program 
went off the air, it was arranged for the 
family to make a special presentation to Dr. 
David and Stephanie Longcope. Mary 
Donoho became sick and Saturday night 
arranged for Steve and Frances to present 
her hard work to the Longcope family. 
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Craig Jessop, Elder Richard Hinckley, and Frances & Steve Orton 
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Grace & David Longcope after Music and the Spoken Word 
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Steve Orton introducing David Longcope 
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On behalf of the Smith family, Frances Orton presents the 
genealogy of Nathan Smith to descendant, Dr. David Longcope 
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Stephanie, little Nathan, Grace, and David Longcope thanking the 
Smith Family 
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Craig Jessop who directed the choir, David Longcope (Nathan 
Smith Descendent) expressing his gratitude at the microphone, 

and Lloyd Newell voice of Music and the Spoken Word. 



 

 
 

 


