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Journey to Kirtland, Ohio 

As missionaries traveled to spread the news of the new church, many 
people they met were baptized and eagerly decided to join the Kirtland 
Saints. Travel in the 1830’s was not easy. Many walked, traveled by 
wagons, and sailed by boat along Lake Erie to Fairport Harbor. Help these 
new converts find their way to Kirtland! 

 

The Erie Canal: In the American folk song “The Erie Canal Song,” we learn 
a lot about travel by canal, and a mule named Sal. Mules and horses were 
used to pull boats along the canal. Some of the early Saints traveled in 
packet boats by way of the Erie Canal, which opened in 1825, just six years 
before the Saints began to gather in Kirtland. Lucy Mack Smith, Joseph 
Smith’s mother, led a group from New York to Ohio in 1831, traveling part 
of their journey on the Erie Canal. 
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          Name: __________________________  

 

Kirtland Temple, Kirtland, Ohio USA 
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          Name: __________________________  

 
 

Kirtland Temple 
 

Hidden in the rolling hills of Ohio, the 

Kirtland Temple was the first temple built by 

members of the Community of Christ. Known 

as the “House of the Lord,” the temple was 

the center of community life in the 1830s. 

Church members gathered to the first floor of 

the temple for worship, climbed the stairs to 

the second floor for missionary training, and 

used the third floor as office space for church 

leaders. The third floor was also used as a 

high school for students of all ages.  

 

Try painting the original colors on the temple. 

The outside walls were once sparkling blue, 

the roof was deep red, and the front doors 

were green. 

 

Although the colors have changed over the 

years, much has remained the same. People 

continue to worship on the first floor, 

traveling congregations continue to hold 

classes on the second floor, and occasionally a 

worship service and class is held on the third 

floor.  
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www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org 

Discover the six differences between the original image taken by C. Ed Miller in 1920 and the 

altered modern image. Answers are on the reverse side 
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Answer Sheet 
 

Removed a hanging light 

 

Removed the speaker stand at the base of the 

pulpits 

 

Shortened the hymnal rack located in the sixth 

pew (from the front) on the left 

 

Removed the chandelier hook on the ceiling 

 

Smoke ring on the ceiling was enlarged 

 

Removed the end of the banister along the pulpits 
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Crossword Puzzle 
Here is a fun crossword puzzle to fill out with your friends.  Many of these questions are 
answered on the webpage with the story called “A Mouse in the House of the Lord.”    
 
Across 
1. How many times does the Kirtland Temple bell ring each Sunday morning? 
2. Who is the main craftsman on the first floor? Hint: He was an older gentleman who  
 liked to use Asher Benjamin's 1806 The American Builder's Companion. 
3. A local river that powered the mills in Kirtland Mills. 
4. What are the outside walls of the Kirtland Temple made of? Hint: It is found in a quarry. Sand _ _ _ _ _. 
5. Where did the Kirtland community members pick up their mail? 
6.  What is the name of the city where the Temple is located? 
 
Down 
1. What was in the stucco that made the outside walls glisten in the sun? 
2. Who is the main craftsman on the second floor? Hint: _________ Angel. He was a 
 young gentleman who used Asher Benjamin's 1830 The Practical House Carpenter. 
3. What do you see on the very top of the bell tower? Hint: This object shows the direction of the wind in Kirtland. 
4. The third floor was used for office space, priesthood meetings, and classroom space for 
 the Kirtland High ____________. 
5. Approximately, how many years did it take to build the Kirtland Temple? 
6. What state is the Kirtland Temple located in?  
7. What type of crop field (corn, wheat, tomato, etc.) was the Kirtland Temple built on? 
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Who's Who in Kirtland Temple History? 
Kirtland Temple history includes all kinds of people who lived in Kirtland and worked together 
to build the temple. Many moved here from different places, belonged to large and small 
families, and worked in a variety of jobs. How many of the early settlers do you know?   
 

       __ __ M A                     L __ __ __                                     __ L __ __ __ R 
       H __ __ __          __ __ C K                       __ __ W __ __ __ Y 
      __ __ __ T H                   S M __ __ __  
   She collected hymns        She wrote a history book                      A school teacher and  
   for a hymnal published        about her son, Joseph.           editor of a Kirtland    
   in Kirtland in 1835.                 newspaper.  

    F __ __ D __ __ __ __ K                    __ __ S __ P __ 
               __ __ A N __ __ R      __ __ I __ __ , J R. 
        __ __ L L __ __ __ S             
  He was a Doctor in Kirtland     Founder of the Latter Day Saint church 

          and owner of a print shop.      and cashier of the Kirtland Safety  
      Society Anti-Banking Company.  

       
        P __ __ B E              E L __ __ __ B __ T H    A N N              J __ __ __ __ __ A 
      R __ __ __ __ N                     C __ __ __ __ R Y             __ M I __ __  
A well educated woman. Moved to Kirtland as a teenager,  Lies buried in the Kirtland  
She lived across the street  married at the age of seventeen.  Mills Cemetery, located next 
from the Kirtland Temple.       to the  Kirtland Temple. 
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Walking to the Kirtland High School 

Students of all ages were encouraged to attend school on the 
third floor of the Temple. Here they learned reading, writing and 
math skills. Many of the students walked to school. Some lived 
close to the Temple, while others travelled quite a distance. Help 
guide the children through the maze to get to school on time! 

 

*Riddles were a popular way to pass time while 
children walked to school. See if you can figure out 
this one: “Never still for a month, but mostly seen 
at night. What am I?” 
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Crossword Puzzle 
Here is a fun crossword puzzle to fill out with your friends.  Many of these questions are 
answered on the webpage with the story called “A Mouse in the House of the Lord.”    
 
Across 
1. How many times does the Kirtland Temple bell ring each Sunday morning? 
2. Who is the main craftsman on the first floor? Hint: He was an older gentleman who  
 liked to use Asher Benjamin's 1806 The American Builder's Companion. 
3. A local river that powered the mills in Kirtland Mills. 
4. What are the outside walls of the Kirtland Temple made of? Hint: It is found in a quarry. Sand _ _ _ _ _. 
5. Where did the Kirtland community members pick up their mail? 
6.  What is the name of the city where the Temple is located? 
 
Down 
1. What was in the stucco that made the outside walls glisten in the sun? 
2. Who is the main craftsman on the second floor? Hint: _________ Angel. He was a 
 young gentleman who used Asher Benjamin's 1830 The Practical House Carpenter. 
3. What do you see on the very top of the bell tower? Hint: This object shows the direction of the wind in Kirtland. 
4. The third floor was used for office space, priesthood meetings, and classroom space for 
 the Kirtland High ____________. 
5. Approximately, how many years did it take to build the Kirtland Temple? 
6. What state is the Kirtland Temple located in?  
7. What type of crop field (corn, wheat, tomato, etc.) was the Kirtland Temple built on? 
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Who's Who in Kirtland Temple History? 
Kirtland Temple history includes all kinds of people who lived in Kirtland and worked together 
to build the temple. Many moved here from different places, belonged to large and small 
families, and worked in a variety of jobs. How many of the early settlers do you know?   
 

          EMMA                          LUCY                                         OLIVER 
          HALE            MACK                           COWDREY 
          SMITH                         SMITH  
   She collected hymns        She wrote a history book                      A school teacher and  
   for a hymnal published        about her son, Joseph.           editor of a Kirtland    
   in Kirtland in 1835.                 newspaper.  

      FREDERICK                    JOSEPH 
                GRANGER        SMITH, JR. 
          WILLIAMS            
  He was a Doctor in Kirtland     Founder of the Latter Day Saint church 

          and owner of a print shop.      and cashier of the Kirtland Safety  
      Society Anti-Banking Company.  

       
         PHEBE               ELIZABETH    ANN                    JERUSHA 
       RIDGON                      COWDREY                   SMITH  
A well educated woman. Moved to Kirtland as a teenager,  Lies buried in the Kirtland  
She lived across the street  married at the age of seventeen.  Mills Cemetery, located next 
from the Kirtland Temple.       to the  Kirtland Temple. 
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