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Saturday, August 3, 2013 
Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith Family Reunion 

Talk by Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin 
This Is The Place Heritage Park 

 
 
By Frances Orton 
 

     
 
 

     
 
 

     
 
 

Jared Glade gave some instructions to 
the family 

 McCall Fagan an orthopedic physician’s assistant, presented a paper at a Church History Fair in American Fork titled, “The Miracle of 1813, 
Dr. Nathan Smith and the impact of Joseph Smith’s leg operation.” She talked about her experience with this research. 

Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin, a surgeon at Harvard who wrote about the miracle of the surgery performed on Joseph Smith’s leg – his work helped 
inspire the committee and the idea of Joseph's Miracle Run  

Steve Orton introduced the guests and speakers Frances Orton addressing those 
present 
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Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin began by saying, “It’s a real honor to be here and discuss something that has been 
close to my heart for a long time. It is a real honor to talk to the Smith Family. When I was asked to do 
this, I wondered if I should give the short version or the long version. I thought I might as well give the 
long version because this is a group that would understand and appreciate the details that went into 
this. 
 

We are going to talk about the very first story we have of Nathan Smith. His mother was always asked, 
“Well, what was he like as a kid.” She would say, “He was just a regular little guy.”  

   
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

   

Steve Orton and Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin getting the slides working Bob Parks walked up with his grandson, Todd Ercanbrack, who was 
the approximate age of Joseph when he had surgery and Dr. 
Wirthlin asked for him to come up so he could show how the 

surgery would have looked 

Bob Parks helped get shoes and socks off of Todd Ercanbrack so Dr. Wirthlin could give an idea of measurements, etc. 
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Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin was so excited to meet Nathan Smith Descendant, Dr. David Longcope during this event  
at This Is The Place Heritage Park 

Dr. David Longcope addressed and thanked the family for honoring 
his ancestor 
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Dr. David Longcope Dr. Nathan Smith who did the surgery on Joseph Smith’s leg 

The Joseph Smith Sr. Family listening to Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin speak about his research on the surgery on Joseph’s leg by Dr. Nathan 
Smith at This Is The Place Heritage Park 
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Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin’s slides from his presentation on August 3, 2013: 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 

   
 

 



6 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 



7 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 



8 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

 



9 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   



10 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 



11 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin collected surgical tools over the years that would have been used in Joseph Smith’s 
time. Dr. Wirthlin allowed the family to file up past the tools to see them and ask questions. 
 

 
 

     
 
 



13 
 

 
 

 



14 
 

 
 

 
 



15 
 

 
 

 



16 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Karl Anderson greeting his friend, Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin 

The children came in to sing a song and the end of our program and show what they did during the children’s activities 
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Don Lee and his family directed and managed the children’s activities – here he is at the podium explaining what they accomplished  
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Bryan Davis sang a closing number that was inspiring 

Left to right: Dan Larsen, Karl Anderson, Rosemarie Larsen, Joyce Anderson, not identified, woman and man on the end is Renee & Bob 
Park – listening to Dr. LeRoy Wirthlin 


