






having gone from place to place during Joseph's 
absence. For her there was no warm welcome, no 
acknowledging vote, no heavenly manifestation. Hers 
was the lot of a castaway ... and when Joseph returned, 
he records in his Journal ... I found Emma most 
disconsolate. He brought the first copy of Emma's 
hymnal, 90 hymns chosen by her at God's command. It 
was a small triumph, but it was Emma's. 

After establishing Emma in the apartment over the 
Whitney store, Joseph left for New York to obtain paper 
for the printing press. He would be gone through August 
and September. While Emma waited the last miserable 
months for her baby to come. During this time the 
Evening and Morning Star carried an article that must 
have made the women's blood run cold as they waited 
there in Kirtland and many of their men were in New 
York. 

The Cholera 
"This desolating sickness is spreading 

steadily over the U. S. and a count of it's 
ravages and many cases in New York to July 
1832 is 3,731. Deaths, 1,520." 

Death was no stranger to the Smith family during 
the Kirtland years. Emma's own little twins, her adopted 
son, Joseph Murdock Smith and Hyrum and Jerusha's 
little Mary were a few whose graves lay in the cemetery 
across from the Temple. Another sad loss occurred in 
1836 when Hyrum's wife Jerusha died while he was 
away on a mission. Lucy records this event with pathetic 
simplicity in her history: 

"About one year after my husband 
returned from his mission, a calamity happened 
to our family that wrung our hearts with more 
than common grief. Jerusha, Hyrum's wife was 
taken sick and after an ilness of perhaps less 
than two weeks, died while her husband was 
absent on a mission to Missouri. She was a 
woman everybody loved that was acquainted 
with her, for she was every way worthy. The 
family were so warmly attracted to her, that, had 
she been our own sister, they could not have 
been more afflicted by her death." 

This lovely darked eyed woman's last words to her 
children were ... "Tell your father when he comes that 
the Lord has taken your Mother home, and left you for 
him to take care of..." 

There is perhaps no outrage like that of the death of 
a mother leaving small children behind ... and surely 
Jerusha's death was no exception. A victim of 
inhumane prescription for pnuemonia (in those days 
they wrapped the patient in cold wet sheets, if they didn't 
die of the disease, they almost certainly died of the 
treatment) she left five young children, one an infant 
less than three weeks old. With Jerusha laid to rest 
beside her little Mary in the cemetery across from the 
Temple, Hyrum was burdened with his family, and 
unable to attend to his church duties. Presently he was 
directed by Joseph to marry Mary Fielding. It was the 
"will of the Lord." 

Certainly it was not the most romantic reason to ge 
married ... to secure a mother for five children. What 
woman in her right mind would accept? 

There is every reason to believe Mary Fielding was 
in her right mind. And from her letters which span the 
years from 1833 when she first arrived in Kirtland to the 
exodus in 1837, this wonderful woman's spirit of 
sacrifice and service proves the Lord's choice an 
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excellent one... and of course, Hyrum's wisdom in 
accepting it. 

That Mary Fielding adored Hyrum is evident from 
her first letters. She was not a stranger to the family. her 
letters to her sister Mercy Thompson contain detailed 
accounts of the activities of Joseph and Hyrum. They 
reveal feminine interest in the doctrinal evolution taking 
place as well as the personalities involved. Mary, no 
doubt, is representative of the majority of the women in 
Kirtland during those years. Writing letters ... wishing to 
hear from far off loved ones. Too often when the longed 
for letters arrived, they contained the sad news of a 
beloved mother, father or brother or sister dying. Too 
seldom would letters bring cheering news. 

Mary's letters tell of her situation as a live-in 
teacher and nurse to the Dort Children. Her joy as being 
at the Tempie dedication ... her worries, her reflections ... 
all beautifully revealed in spidery writing as she wrote 
small to get as much as possible on a page. 

Mrs. Dort was a niece of Lucy Mack Smith. While 
living there Mary wrote: 

"My Heavenly Father has been very gracious 
unto me both temporily and spiritually ... a kind 
sister has proposed my going to stay for a while 
with her to take charge of two or three children 
who have been in my school; they propose 
giving something besides my board and I think 
this will suit me better than a public school, if it is 
but little. I expect to go there in a day or two and 
hope to be quite comfortable as I know the 
family to be on the Lord's side; the mother is a 
cousin of Brother Joseph's and took care of him 
when a child. Their name is Dort." 

Mary Fielding's letter continues in a breathless 
account of a narrow escape Joseph had with a mob. Her 
words reflect one of the chief activities of the women, 
recounting the latest experiences of the Church leaders 
and speculating as to the possibilities that the loved 
family members might come to Kirtland. 

In October 1836, she writes ... 
"I am still in Brother and Sister Oort's family 

as teacher besides which I make myself as 
useful as I can in needle work. I go out to the 
mears (lake) and visit among the friends at 
pleasure and am most kindly and respectfully 
treated by all the family and am as comfortable 
as I can be out of a home of my own, but I do not 
expect to remain here many weeks longer as 
only two or three months were mentioned when 
I was first requested to come. I know not where 
my next home will be, or what my next 
circumstances will be, but as I have said before, 
I will endeavor to trust in the Lord for all that is to 
come. Sister Dort is at this time much afflicted 
with a liver and complications of other com
plaints which almost disable her from moving 
around the house ... she is nearly as feeble a 
person as the late Mrs. Pratt. She has several 
times been confined to her bed or her room 
entirely, for a year or two at once; she is a 
second wife and has but one only darling child 
about four years of age being her first which she 
considers as a great miracle. As one of the 
twins died she is step mother to all but one ... a 
situation I desire as little as I ever did." 
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