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One of the highlights was going to the Kirtland Temple dressed in our best where the family filled the first floor of 
the temple. A brass ensemble and choir were set up and performed original music which helped set the tone. The 
prayers were offered by Eldred and Hortense Smith. Karl Anderson spoke about the Smith Family in Kirtland. He 
shared stories of the sacrifices and contributions the Smiths gave there. We learned more about the blessings, 
spirit, and revelations that were poured out on the Smith’s and the people who attended the dedication of the 
House of the Lord.  

In Bruce C. Hafen, Believing Heart: Nourishing the Seed of Faith he quotes: 

One of Joseph Smith's biographers described a winter in the happy Kirtland years: "It was a season for snug fires, 
jolly company, and rewarding study. . . . Joseph attended several weddings and officiated at several others, 
enjoying the festivities. . . . As he wrote, 'Our hearts were made glad with the fruit of the vine . . . and we felt 
disposed to patronize all the institutions of heaven.' Parties and feasts were frequent, and Joseph was 'much 
blessed with company' at home. . . . [He] enjoyed the out of doors, also, and frequently noted in his journal that the 
weather was perfect for sleighing."  

And then the angels came. Indeed, the dedication of the Kirtland Temple in March of 1836 represented what might 
be the greatest spiritual outpouring in all of modern Church history. Joseph wrote in his journal that, shortly after 
the dedicatory prayer was offered, "Frederick G. Williams arose and testified that [during the prayer] an angel 
entered the window and took his seat between Father Smith and himself. David Whitmer also saw angels in the 
house."  

In a special evening meeting, the Prophet wrote that "Brother George A. Smith arose and began to prophesy, when 
a noise was heard like the sound of a rushing mighty wind, which filled the Temple, and all the congregation 
simultaneously arose, being moved upon by an invisible power; many began to speak in tongues and prophesy; . . . 
and I beheld that the Temple was filled with angels. . . . The people of the neighborhood came running together 
(hearing an unusual sound within, and seeing a bright light like a pillar of fire resting upon the Temple), and were 
astonished at what was taking place." At one of the concluding meetings, Joseph wrote, "The Savior made his 
appearance to some, while angels ministered to others, and it was a Pentecost and an endowment indeed, long to 
be remembered, for the sound shall go forth from this place into all the world, and occurrences of this day shall be 
handed down upon the pages of sacred history, to all generations."  

Scott Fullmer read portions from the Samuel, Hyrum, and Joseph Smith Jr.’s Patriarchal Blessings. 
 
Buddy then read a portion of the dedicatory prayer from the Doctrine & Covenants Section 109: 1-13, 20-23, 26, 
34-38, 43-44, 50-52, 54, 57, 59,62-80. 
 
There was an emphasis on: 
68  O Lord, remember thy servant, Joseph Smith, Jun., and all his afflictions and persecutions—how he has 
covenanted with Jehovah, and vowed to thee, O Mighty God of Jacob—and the commandments which thou hast 
given unto him, and that he hath sincerely striven to do thy will. 
69  Have mercy, O Lord, upon his wife and children, that they may be exalted in thy presence, and preserved by thy 
fostering hand. 
70  Have mercy upon all their immediate connections, that their prejudices may be broken up and swept away as 
with a flood; that they may be converted and redeemed with Israel, and know that thou art God. 
 



The family stood and sang A Spirit of God. What an occasion as we sang the words of this song. Many felt the 
presence of angels, Smith family, and others from beyond the veil. There was a feeling of peace and happiness and 
tears were flowing. No one wanted to leave.  

 



 


