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Joseph Smith 111: Prophetic Son of a Prophet 

By Alma R. 8 lair 

Joseph Sn:iith 111 was born November 6, 1832 in 
Kirtland, Ohio and died in Independence, Missouri on De
cember 10, 1914. Fifty-four of his eighty-two years were 
spent as the President and-� Prophet of the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. His life was 
quiet and uneventful when seen from one perspective, but 
was filled with activity and decision when seen from anoth
er. He did not have to face the possibility of arrest and vio
lent death as his father did. Yet his responsibilities required 
that he act with wisdom and courage. Joseph possessed 
these qualities in unusual measure. He was a man of un
common good sense, and with tact born of his early exper
iences in I if e and a native hum i I ity. He cultivated the Chris
tian grace of charity and frequently smoothed difficult situ
ations by his example of tolerance, kindness and forgiveness. 

He was a gentleman, in the 19th-century meaning of 
that word: considerate of others' feelings and desires, un
willing to engage in actions, conversations, or thoughts 
which might be seen as coarse or indeJicate, and anxious 
that all might have a fair chance in life but assured that it is 
the individual who makes his world and not the world that 
makes the person. Marked by ·an honesty which insists that 
the truth be make known to all, he was equally concerned 
that individuals not be hurt unnecessarily by rumor or fact. 
He was human enough to make mistakes and he did not al
ways see clearly. Nevertheless, he was humble enough to 
know he was human and tried to be open to new insights. 
Joseph's greatest talents were his patience, optimism, and 
spiritual concern. His mind was logical, even legalistic. 
While he was not a scholar, he was interested in many sub
jects. Joseph did not consider himself to be an orator, but 
he was a capable public speaker. His writings are frequented 
by imprecisions and euphemisms even though his style is 
cleaner than that of most of his contemporaries in the 
church and the content of his articles and editorials is usu
ally of more interest than theirs. 

The Restoration movement was deep within his being. 
Just as certainly, he molded the character of the Reorgani
zation. Joseph was its Prophet not only in name and not 
only in those revelations which became part of the Doctrine 
and Covenants, but also in the direction he gave it t�rough 
his day to day administration, in the opinions he gave on 
various subjects, and in the force of his personality and ex
ample. He felt the burden of leadership to be heavy at times, 
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but he bore it with grace, and dignity, and faith. 
It is almost impossible now to conceive of what the 

Reorganized Church might have been without this son of 
the martyr who directed its course for so long. It is possible 
it might not have survived without him. Certainly it would 
have been different. 

To those Saints who formed the nucleus of what later 
became called the Reorganized Church it was almost inevi
table that ''Little'' or ''Young Joseph'' would someday take 
his place as the leader of their movement. They had organ
ized themselves in 1852 in Wisconsin out of dissatisfaction 
with the leadership and doctrines of men like James Strang, 
Brigham Young, and William Smith. They were particularly 
disturbed by the doctrine of celestial marriage and were 
convinced authoritative leadership could only come through 
''the seed of the prophet." For eight years they cherished 
the beliefs that the oldest son of the martyr would mature 
to his responsibilities as the Spirit of God worked upon 
him. They preached the gospel as they understood it, gath
ered into the fold as many of the ''lost sheep'' as they could, 
and sent two communications to ''Young Joseph'' in the 
form of tracts, which he did not even readl In 1857, they 
authorized two emissaries, Samuel Gurley and Edmund 
Briggs, to visit him in Nauvoo and carry a message from 
their conference that they were expecting him to take his 
rightful position as their leader. 

What was clear to this small group of Saints was not 
clear to Joseph. At this time, he felt no necessity to con
nect himself with his father's work and was resentful of 
Edmund Briggs' manner. Briggs, he wrote in later recol
lection: 

''vehemently urged the matter upon me, and 
announced the culmination of the message in 
tones of thunder, and almost dictatorily direct
ed me to accept the message and do as directed 
therein or reject it at my peril. I met his vehe
mence indignantly, and almost turned these 
messengers out of doors." 

After the ire of both was calmed Joseph promised to give 
them an answer the next day. His response was guarded. He 
indicated he would not go to Salt Lake City, apparently 
having decided this when Erastus Snow and his cousin 
George A. Smith visited him in Nauvoo a few weeks before. 
He then promised Briggs and Gurley he would give their 
position careful thought. It was two and one-half years be-









nessar [ily] willful and doggedly obstinate but 
I see now, how it would sound being repeated 
by another, and must give offense or wound, 
and I am sincerely sorry, and ask pardon of 
you ... if the remark was repeated in public 
will you do me the favor, to have this letter 
read before the same persons, as nearly as 
practicable, that any wrong I did you may be 
made right. I acknowledge speaking hastily 
and foolishly; and am reproved for it. I accept 
the reproof and hereby apologize, asking for
giveness. I hope that you will pardon me and 
will so right me. 

, 

From the beginning of his ministry, he refused to expel 
individuals from the church for what seemed to some of 
the bretheren to be major faults. He patiently took criti
cism, and answered repeated questions by the same persons 
with amazing tolerance. _tf is patience was not without 
limits, however, and his wit could be sharp. After having 
gotten a brother in the church out of one difficulty after 
another over a period of some years he finally wrote in 
exasperation: 

I am growing weary of complaints about your 
slips of the tongue and pen. I wish your pen 
was crippled in both legs and short in the arms, 
then you would not use it so continuously. 
Freedom of expression was a right jealously guarded 

by this first generation of Reorganized Saints and they 
were not only moved by the passion common to all Ameri
cans to ''speak their mind." They were convinced it was a 
religious .duty to tell the truth as they knew it. With their 
varying backgrounds in the different Mormon movements 
and other religious thought of the day it was difficult to 
get aggreement as to what the truth about a particular 
doctrine or administrative procedure was. Joseph was 
asked his opinion on a multitude of diverse topics. In 
addition to trying to determine the truth in matters of 
doctrine, or the best procedures in administrative issues, 
he tried to respond in such a way as to preserve his own in� 
tegrity and the freedom of expression of others who mjght 
disagree with him, and to develop an essential unity of the 
church. Some examples will illustrate the types of 
questions asked him and how he handJed them: 

Brother Joseph Lampert: ... the fact of an 
eider's using tabacco, especially if to an ex
cess, is a strong objection to his being chosen 
to preside; but if otherwise qualified, and evi
dently blessed of the Spirit if might be over
looked, or passed by. It is no more fatal to his 
usefulness than to use tea or coffee, or both; to 
feed his horses corn, &c. See Word of Wis
dom &c. I am seriously opposed to the use of 
tobacco, as I think it especially disgusting. 

I do not consider it wrong to baptize a person 
who may have been practicing as a Clairvoyant 
if they made the proper confession of belief 
in God and Christ ... The case has never been 
considered by the General Church Authorities 
whether Clairvoyance were proper as a mode of 
revelation or not ... Clairvoyance is, more or 
less, mixed up with mysticism, secrecy and 
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deceit, though I am fully persuaded, that if 
one is ... baptized and receives the spirit of 
the Gospel, they will, sooner or later, abandon 
the profession. It is a serious question, how far 
the church may interfere with the means of 
a livelihood these madcap days. 

Sister J. Krahl: ... I return to you the paper 
sent me containing the account of miraculous 
healing by Richard Miller; with my thanks for 
its perusal. I see no reason to complain, or find 
fau It if it be true; which I sincerely hope. But 
on the contrary, I feel to thank God, and hope 
they may increase in number. I believe that 
before long many will thus be chosen of God, 
and may he bless the healers every one. 

Brother Hyrum L. Holt: . . . Some of the 
questions you ask respecting the Millenial, no 
man can answer except by speculation; and no 
real vitality to the salvation of a Saint attaches 
to them, as a knowledge thereof would simply 
be an accession [?] of Knowledge, and in this 
respect only beneficial. 

To T. W. Smith ... The rule adopted by the 
Reorganization presupposed that valid priest� 
hood was held by those ordained in father's 
day; and a resolution more recently adopted, 
provides that as baptisms by any faction of 
the church conferred nothing, they took 
nothing away. My own conviction is that as 
Eld [er] Regdon held valid priesthood; and that 
whenever he acted in good faith toward God, 
persons baptized by him were legally baptized. 
It follows, that persons might possibly be 
legally ordained by him . . .  It cannot be 
denied successfully, but what even many of 
those at Salt Lake hold legal priesthood. 
Israel in transgression but still Israel. 

Not all agreed with his ideas or decisions, of course. 
More important issues (and some not so important) became 
matters for the GeneraJ Conferences of the church to de
cide. In these conferences President Smith tried to stand 
above partisanship. At tirnes the decisions were not to his 
liking. He was a firm believer, however, in the right of the 
church members to decide themselves what was right and 
wrong. 0 n the other hand, after the church had taken a 
stand, all official representatives of the church, including 
elders in the mission field, had an obligation to publicly 
support that position, he believed. 

It was a dilemma he was to face over and over increas
ingly. In the early days of his leadership there were many 
open questions and few decisions. Divergent views on tith
ing, plurality of gods, baptism for the dead, salvation, or
dination of Negroes, as well as administrative questions 
were freely expressed. As time went on the areas of uncer
tainty became fewer. It was a natural thing, and desirable 
in many ways. Joseph 111 was instrumental in helping the 
Saints come to a ''unity of mind." Still, it was a trend that 
would dampen the ardor of some and lead them to leave 
the church which no longer gave them complete freedom to 
speak their m-ind in public. 
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Joseph might well say, to the non-believer or to 
those not in official positions, Your views and 
opinions are your own; I would not control nor 
coerce them if I cou Id. You are entitled to 
them, and to express them, just as much as I 
have to hold and express mine. 

He believed this in the abstract, and in very practical ways. 
0 ne of the criticisms leveled at him was that he failed to 
silence some free, and perhaps heretical, thinkers soon 
enough. He was reluctant to act, both because he wanted to 
preserve a sense of openness in the church and because he 
always hoped for the best: ''I regard (him) as a man of in
tegrity, though I deem him now in error," he defended one 
brother to an accuser. ''Times may make it all even. I pray 
to this end." 

As editor of the ''Saints' Herald'' he had to make 
hard decisions. There was not always enough time to ''make 
it all even." When the Board of Publication refused to pub
lish certain articles submitted by the President of the Quo
rum of Twelve, Jason Briggs, Joseph tried to explain to him 
why it had to be: 

I assume no right to dictate, but have supposed 
from the action of all the conferences since 
1852, that if a matter was decided by the plain 
teaching of the books it was settled for all 
members of the Church. If this is not correct, 
nothing is gained by organization, for the word 
alone means nothing. However, I am a man for 
free speech and free inquiry, howbeit, he who 
mistakes belief for liberty will have a hard row 
to hoe. 

This statement, made in 1877, points out the stringencies 
imposed on individuals as a social organism matures. 

For the leader, for Joseph Ill, this social fact was 
couched in terms of the good of the whole he was responsi
ble for as pitted against the will of the individual whom he 
was also responsible for. He had fought to preserve the rights 
•of the individual for 17 years, and he continued to do so,
but necessity of office made uncompromising demands. It
is equally important to note that the Reorganization has
continued the tradition, translated into practice on all levels,
that dissent is a legitimate activity in the church. Joseph
Smith 111 was partially responsible for that fact even as he was
partially responsible for the restraints placed upon dissent.

At the same time the Reorganization was involved in 
defining its beliefs and its practices to itself, trying to dis
cover what its internal dimensions were, it also had to de
fine and explain its character to those outside the church. 
In large measure this was a negative process. Most non
Latter Day Saints saw no reason to distinguish among the 
diverse Mormon factions but lumped them into one cate
gory. All Latter Day Saint factions lumped each other into 
the category of ''apostates." Although the Reorganization 
had to deal V'Jith some of the other factional groups, its 
main concern was to distinquish itself from the Utah Latter 
Day Saints. In practice this usually meant trying to con
vince the gentile world that the R.L.D.S. were loyal, law" 
abiding Americans who did not believe in the ''infamous'' 
doctrine of polygamy. 
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Two corollaries were also of importance in this at
tempt to differentiated the groups. The Reorganized church 
envisioned the Utah church members as being in bondage 
under a system of ''priestcraft." That idea was common 
among many Americans, of course. The second corollary, 
that Joseph Smith the martyr had not been responsible for 
the introduction of polygamy into the church, was not 
shared by many. It was a particular contribution of Joseph 
Smith Il l. Even in the early Reorganization it was com
monly accepted that the martyr had introduced celestial 
marriage into the church bringing it to disaster. 

Like most Americans, Joseph Ill and the R.L.D.S. 
had a very limited view of mid-19th century conditions in 
Utah and the true relations between it and the United 
States. It is only now that historians are beginning to sort 
out the pieces of that jigsaw. To Joseph an event like the 
Mountain Meadows Massacre was certain evidence of the 
spirit of rebellion fostered by wicked men. The stories he 
heard most often were those of dissidents and it was almost 
impossible for him to get a balanced picture. Because of ex
periences he had had in Nauvoo it was easy for him to be
lieve the stories had at least a grain of truth in them. 

Against the image promulgaged by the leaders of the 
Utah church that polygamy was a blessing, the R.L.D.S. 
could place stories of dissention, among wives, and women 
fleeing from their husbands or even committing suicide. 
More importantly, Joseph Ill's concept of morality clearly 
defined polygamy as a social and religious evil. He never 
fully understood that the theological base upon which poly
gamy was built was also its emotional base. Instead, he saw 
it as the product of illicit desires of men with the women 
being caught in a trap that went against their finer natures. 
His antipathy to the doctrine was also emotional, so much 
so he found it difficult to eat in the presence of the plural 
wives of Joseph Fielding Smith when visiting in Salt Lake in 
1876. 

This antipathy was not the only factor leading him to 
the conclusion that his father had been innocent of teaching 
or practicing plural marriage .. Against the claims of Utah 
Saints and some_ of his closest associates in the Reorganiza
tion he pitted an array of evidence and logic. He questioned 
many persons whom, it was said, knew his father had parti
cipated in the doctrine. Some of these could not give first
hand evidence, which he demanded. Sometimes Joseph's 
account of an interview differs from that of the persons 
interviewed and the historian faces an almost insurmount
able problem of which account is the more objective. There 
is no doubt that Joseph placed heavy reliance upon his 
mother's testimony, that of his uncle, William Smith, and 
others from Nauvoo who denied his father was responsible. 
To this, Joseph added his own experience and felt he was 
old enough when he was a boy in Nauvoo to have known it 
if his father had had more than one wife. It was his nature 
to believe the best about individuals and he believed he 
knew the kind of man his father was. 0 n the other hand, 
Joseph consistently maintained that if his father was re
sponsible for the doctrine it still was a false one. It was 
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for seventeen years, Joseph F. Smith became great because 
he conquered bitterness- and personal tragedy and thus be
came an u11derstanding, beloved, and tender grandfather 
figure whom thousands admired for his courage, his forth
rightness, his personal rectitude, and his spirituality. He 
died in 1918 at the age of seventy. 
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NARRATOR: On the, 18th of January, in 1827, a young 
couple exchanged wedding vows in the l1ome of a Squire Tar
bill in South Bainbridge, New York. 1 The young man was 
twenty-one years old, stood six feet two, 2 was fair complex
ioned, with blue eyes and light browr1 l1air. The young woman 
was twenty-two years old, dark cotnplexioned, with brown eyes 
and black hair. Later, the you11g man, Joseph Smitl1, would 
be known as the Mormon Prophet, and '�the wife of his 
youtl1," Em1na Hale, would be designated "the Elect Lady." 

(M.usic) 

Joseph Smith was born December 23rd, 1805, in Sharon, Ver
mont. He was the fifth of eleven children born to Joseph 
Sn1ith, Sr., and Lucy Mack, and although the fourth of nine 
sons, tl1e name of I1is father, Joseph, l1ad been reserved for 
him. 

(Music) 
Emma Hale was born July 10th, 1804, in. Harmony, Penn
sylvania. She was the seventl1 child and the tl1ird daugh
ter in a family of nine children born to Isaac Hale and Eliza
beth Lewis. 

(Music) 
Of l1is first meeting with Emma Hale, the Prophet Joseph 
S,mith was to write: 

JOSEPH: In the montl1 of October, 1825, I hired with an old 
gentleman by the name of Josial1 Stoal, who lived in Cl1e
nango county, state of New York. He had heard something 
of a silver mine having been opened by the Spaniards in Har
mony, St1squehanna county, state of Pennsylvania; and had; 
previous to my hiring to him, been digging, in order, if 'possi
ble, to discover the mine. After I went to live with him, he 
took me, witl1 the rest of his hands, to dig for the silver mine, 
at which· I continued to work for nearly a month, without 
success in our undertaking, and finally I prevailed witl1 the 
old gentleman to cease digging after it. Hence arose the very 
preval�nt story of my having been a money digger. 

(Music) 

During the time that I was thus employed, I was put to board 
with a Mr. Isaac Hale, of tl1at place; it \vas tl1ere I first saw my 
wife (his daughter), Emma Hale .... (Her] father's family 
were very much opposed to our being married. I was, therefore, 
under tl1e · necessity of taking l1er elsewhere; so we went and 
were married at the house of Sq,uire Tarbill, in South Bain
bridge, Chenango county, New York. Immediately after my 
marriage, I left Mr. St�al's and went to my father's and 
farmed with him that season. 3

NARRATOR: When Joseph Smith had approached Emma 
Hale's father to ask for her hand in marriage he was told by 
Mr. Hale that he was a stranger, that he had no steady, re
munerative employ1nent, tl1at l1e l1ad tl1e reputation of looking 
into peep-stones and hunting for treasures with a witch-hazel. 4

(Music) 

Thus, the young couple was forced to elope. . . . In a letter 
to one of her sons, October l ltl1, 1866, E1nma was to write: 

EMMA: I was visiting at Mr. Stoals, who lived in South 
Bainbridge, and saw your father there. I had no intention of 
marrying wl1en I left home; but during my visit at Mr. Stoals, 

r 

your father visited me there. My folks were bitterly opposed 
to him; and being importuned by your father, aided by Mr. 
Stoal,. wl10 urged me to marry l1im� [ and] preferring to marry 
him to any other man I knew, I consented.5

(Music) 
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NARRATOR: And so t11e Mormon PropI1et and his bride 
were married. 

(Music) 

Exactly eight months and four days later, Septen1ber 21st, 1827, 
Emma accompanied her l1usband Joseph from their residence 
with his parents in Mancl1ester, New York, to tl1e nearby Hill 
Cumorah and l1elped l1im secure the plates from which the 
translation of the Book of Mor1non was made. 6 These gold 
plates were tl1e subject of mucl1 excitement in tl1e vicinity .of 
Joseph's parent's l1ome. Gold at tl1at time, of any kind) im
plied fabulous wealth, a11d Joseph and Emma had many strug
gles keeping the wl1ereabouts of the golden plates a secret. 

(Music) 

The next year, Joseph and Emma returned· to Harmony, Penn
sylvania, · to be near her parents. It was here Joseph com
menced the work of translating tl1e Book of Mormon. It was 
also here at this time that Josepl1 and Emma had a son born 
to them· who lived only a few hours. This son was named 
Alvin, after Joseph's deceased brother. The inscription on the 
old headstone, that still stands in the neglected cemetery at 
Harmony, reads, "In Memory of an Infant Son of Josepl1 and 
Emma Smitl1-June 15th, 1828. 

(Music) 

After tl1e translation of tl1e Book of Mormon was completed, 
the Churcl1 of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized, 
on April 6tl1, 1830. Dt1ring the n1onth following Emma 
Smith's baptism, in June of 1830, l1er l1usband Joseph received 
the following revelation in l1er behalf: 

JOSEPH: Hearken unto the voice of the Lord your God, 
while I speak unto you, Em1n.a Srnith, my daughter; for verily 
I say unto you, all those wl10 receive my gospel are sons and 
daugl1ters in my kingdom. . . . Behold, tl1y sins are forgiven 
thee, and thou art an elect lady, whom I have called . ... 
The office of thy calli11g sl1all be for a co1nfort unto my ser
vant, Joseph Smitl1, Jun., tl1y l1usband, in his afflictions, with 
consoling words, in the spirit of meekness . . . and thou shalt 
go with l1im at tl1e time of l--1is going. . . . (D&C 2 5: 1, 3, 5 ,6. 
Italics added) 

(Music) 

NARRATOR: Joseph and E1nma did not tarry long in Har
mony after the Cl1urch was organized and the ''elect lady" did 
go with her husband at the time of his going, ... from Har
mon), Pennsylvania, to Colesville, Fayette, and Manchester, 
New York. Wl1en tl1e Sn1iths left the shadow of Emma's 
parental l1ome in Harmony, tl1e parting was a bitter one. Isaac 
Hale's last words to Joseph were: 

ISAAC HALE: You have stolen 111y daughter and married 
her. I had rather followed her to the grave ! 1

(Music) 

NARRATOR: Emma never saw l1er parents after that time. 
True to her "elect" cail sl1e cl1ose to go with her l1usband and 
be l1is comforter. The love she l1ad for tl1e pare11ts whom sl1e 
was never agai11 to see ... wot1ld cause l1er sorrow. This, 
and the l1eartacl1e sl1e still carried fro111 tl1e loss of l1er first
born, were but the beginni11g of tl1e pain sl1e would be called 
upon to bear in l1er lifeti111e ... Emtna S1nith-tl1e Elect Lady. 

(Music) 

Lucy Mack Smitl1, the n1otl1er-i11-Iaw of E1n1na, wrote of her 
daughter-in--la'w during tl1is period: 









. , 

acknowledge the hand-- of God in all th ings . 

(Music) 

These desi res of my heart were cal led fortl1 by Joseph
) 

sending 
me word . . . that . . . I could write ot1t the best blessing 
I could think of and he would  s ign the same on his return.23

(Music) 
NARRATOR: The last words Emma heard from her hus
band, before he rode off to Carthage, she heard him speak 
three times : 

JOSEPH : Emma, can you train 1ny sons to walk in their 
fath·er' s footsteps ? 

EMMA : 011 , Joseph . . . You' re coining back ! . . . 

JOSEPH : Emn1a, can you trai 11 1ny sons to walk in their 
father 's footsteps ? 

EMMA: 011 Joseph . . .

(She sobs ) 
• 

JOSEPH : Emtna, can you · tra1 11 my sons to walk in their 
fatl1er' s footsteps ?24

NARRATOR : Slowly, after a parti11g kiss with her husband 
of seventeen years , Emma gatl1ered l1er cl1 i ldren around her : 
Julia, age tl1 i rteen

> 
Josepl1 , age eleven ; Frederick, age eight, 

and Alexander , age six. Tl1ey waved goodbye to Josepl1 and 
Hyrum as tl1ey rode out of  tl1ei r liv-es and jour11eyed towards 
martyrdom at Cartl1age. 

(Music) 

NARRATOR : There were tl1ose alo11g the Cartl1age Road 
that day who l-1eard tl1e Propl1et Joseph say : 

JOSEPH : I am going l ike a lan16 to the sl augl1 ter, but I am 
calm as .a suminer' s morni11g. I l1ave a conscience void of of
fense toward God and al l  1ne11 . . . . I f  they take my life 
I sha l l die . . .  innocent . . .  and it shal l be said of me t ,He 
was murdered in cold blood ! "  ( H C 6 :  5 5 5 ) 

NARRATOR : Tl1ree days later, June 27 th,  1844, sometime 
before midnigl1 t, word reacl1ed tl1e Prophet's family he was 
dead . . . . He l1ad been « • . •  n1urdered in cold  blood ."

(Music) 

No one knew the ful l  deptI-1 of  tl1e sorrow Emma felt on that 
occasion . She cried out : 

EMMA : Why, Oh God, a111 I tl1us afflicted ? Why am I a 
widow and my cl1ildren widows ? Tl1ou knowest I have always 
trusted in tl1y la.'\\' . . . . My /.1z,s /;a11tl \\1as 111 J' cr0\\'11 : for lJini

and 1ny cl1ildren I l1ave suffered tl1e loss of al l tl1 ings; and 
wl1y, Oh God, an1 I thus deserted, and my boso1n torn with 
this ten-fol d  anguish ?25

(Music ) 

NARRATOR : E111m . .
. 
-; last baby was born the following No

vember 1 7 tl1 , 1844. Jose1)l1 had desi red to name tl1is son after 
his brotl1er, Hyru111 , i11 addi tion to tl1e name ( 'David" wl1ich 
Emma l1ad selected to l1011or l1er brotl1er. Thus i t  was that 
the eieve11 tl1 cl1 i ld o f  Jose1)I1 �t 11d l:n1 111 a ,v as 11�l 111ed by 11 is 
mother, David Hyru1n S1n i tl1 . . . . El iza Snow, the p-oet
laureate of  Mormondom, composed a poem on the occasion of 
David's birtl1 : 

ELIZA R .  SNOW : 
Si 11 less as celestial spi rits-
Lovei y as a 111orn i 11g flow· r

>

Coin es tl1e sn1i l i 11g inf ant stranger 
I11 an evil-omen ' d hour. 

• • 

26 

(Music) 

Not to know a £atl1er' s fondness -
Not to know its f :ither' s worth -
By the ar1n of persecution 
'Tis .an orpl1an at its birth ! 

• 

Thou mayest draw from love and kindness 
All  a motl1er ca11 bestow ; 
But alas ! on eartl1 , a father 
Tl1ou art desti 11 ' d not to know ! 26

NARRATOR: Wl1e11 her son Joseph was born, Emma' s hus
band was absent on a missionary jour11ey, but 11e returned 
sI1ortly after tl1e birtl1 to sta.11 d beside l1er bed a11 (l gaze llf>On

little Josepl1 . 1 1Now when David Hyrum was born, no stage
coach or riverboat could bri11g l1im back. There was no fa
miliar voice to comfort [Emma] ,  no warm hand- to caress her, 
no familiar l ips to kiss l1er cheeks in gratitude when her last 
cl1i ld was born .  The master of tl1e house had gone away, and 
the cries of l1is widow and cl1 i ldren could  not bring him 
b k "21ac . 

(Music) 

Three and a half years later, Dece1nber 23rd, 1847 ,  Emma 
Hale Sm itl1 re1narried. 28 Sl·1e married a widower, witl1 two 
children . Tl1is "New Citize11 " to Nauvoo came from Canton, 
I l l ino is .  29 The man, Lewis C. Bi da111011 , or ' 'Major" Bidamon 
as l1e was rnore of ten ref erred to, l1ad been Abraham Li11coln ' s
commanding officer in . tI-1e Black Hawk I 11dian War. 30 When 
he n1arr ied En1ma, tl1e t ,  Major" beca111e tl1e ste1)-f atl-1er of  the 
Propl-let' s four sons ; sons \\1110 grew to maturity and h -ad fami
lies of their own . 

(M;usic ) 

Emma re1nained 1narried to tl1e " Major ' '  L111til I1er deatl1 , April 
30th, 1879 ,3 1  in tl1e seventy-fi ftl1 year of I1er l i fe. Of the five 
children to st1rvive tl1ei r f atl1er, four would survive their 
motl1er ; one wot1 ld not : 

(Frederick' s photo ) 

Frederick Gra11ger Wi ll ia111s S111 i tl1
> 

tl1e Propl1et and E111n1a's 
second living son� died in l1is twenty-sixtl1 year

) 
April 1 3 th, 

1862 , preceding l1 is 1notl1er by seve11 tee11 years . Frederick mar� 
ried Annie Marie Jo11es September 1 3 tl1 , 1 8 57 ,  and they had 
one daughter . 

(Julia's pl1oto ) 

Julia Murdock Smitl1 died i11 1 880, soon after Emma's  death . 
She married twice but l1ad no cl1 i ldren . Ju lia ' s first l1usband 
was Elisha Dixon and after he was kil led in a steamboat ex
plosion, she married John J. Middleton. 

(David's photo ) 

David Hyrum Smith,  the lastborn cl1 i ld of Joseph and Emma, 
died August 29th, 1904, in Elgin, I l � inois.3 2  He was sixty 
ye·ars old. David had married Clara Charlotte Hartshorn on 
May l0tl1 , 1 870, and they had one· son . 

(Alexander's photo ) 

Alexander Hale Smitl1 , the Prophet and Emma's third living 
son, died August 1 2tl1 , 1909, wl1en l1e was seventy--one. He 
married Elizabeth Agnes Kendal l on June 23rd, 186 1 .  They 
had nine ch ildren. 

(Joseph III '  s photo ) 

Joseph Smith III ,  the first l iving son of Joseph and Emma, 
lived to be eigl1ty-two years old. He died December 10th,





Sarah Millikin Nichols 
daughter of 

Lucy Smith Millikin 

David Hyrum Smith 
son of 

Joseph Smith, Jr. 
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Agnes Charlotte Smith Peterson 
daughter of 

Don Carlos Smith 

Samuel Harrison Bailey Smith 
son of 

Samuel Harrison Smith 
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Don Carlos Salisbury 
son of 

Katherine Smith Salisbury 

Loie May Smith Botsinger 
daughter of 
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Alexander Hale Smith 
son of 

Joseph Smith, Jr.

... 

• 

Frederick V. Salisbury 
son of 

Katherine Smith Salisbury 
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Maria Stoddard Wooley 
daughter of 

Sophronia Smith Stoddard tJ\/ooley 

John Smith 
son of 

Hyrum Smith 
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Martha Ann Smith Harris 
daughter of 

Hyrum Smith 

Frederick Granger Williams Smith 
son of 

Joseph Smith, Jr. 
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Edson Don Carlos Smith 
son of 

William Smith 

Josephine Donna Smith 
''f na Coolbrith'' 

daughter of Don Carlos Smith 

Don Carlos Millikin 
son of 

Lucy Smith Millikin
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Lovina Smith Walker 
daughter of 

Hyrum Smith 





''The life of our departed Father has 

indeed been an eventful one . . .  ''

* * *

''Those principles so long taught and 

cherished by our lamented friend were 

honorably maintained to the last . . .  ''

* * *

''The instructions iniparted by him ivill 

long be remembered by his numerous progeny, 

who will undoubtedly profit by the same, and 

strive to render themselves worthy of such 

S. 
,, 

a ire . . .  

* * *

''May �e . . . who survive our venerable 

Patriarch, study to prosecute those things 

which were so dear to liis aged heart . . . .  ''

Robert B. Thompson 
Joseph Smith, Sr., Funeral Address 

September 15, 1840 

Nauvoo, Illinois 
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